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ABSTRACT ' { 

Information concerning the enrollment of blade 
students in graduate and professional educational programs is 
^presented. The data indicate that 1976-1977 was the turning point for 
black graduate participation in that actual enrollment andr 
proportional representation has receded from those heights in 
subsequent ye^ars. £iirollnvent trends include the following: black 
graduate enrollmea^'.f ell to 60,059 in fall 1980, an 8 percent drop 
from the peak of 19^76-1977 ^ while total graduate enrollment rebounded 
from a slight ^978 drop and surpassed 1,100,000; the decline in total 
black gra<}uat< enrollment in fall 1980 wa&| precipitated by losses in 
part'tii«, i'ithtr th«n full-time students; in 1976-1977 black 
^^udents made up 6.0 percent of total graduate enfollment, -5.1 
percenT of full-time graduate enrollment, and 6.6 percent of 
part-time graduate enrollment, while in fall 1980, these proportions 
were 5.5 percent, 510 percent, and J5.8 percent, respectively; in 1978 
there was a 5 perrcent decline in , first-year graduate enrollment and 
about a 10 percent drop in black first-year graduate students from 
'1976; one possible cause for the drop in first-year graduate 
enrollment is evident in a corresponding increase in professional 
enrollment; despite numerical growth, black firsts-professional 
students comprised only 4.6 percent of the 1980 total, compared to 
4.5 percent both in 1976 and 1978; black graduate and professional 
students still rely disproportionately on historically black college 
(HBC) programs for access to advanced educational opportunity; almost 
18 percent of HBC graduate enrollment was white and over 11 percent 
was international students; fall 1980 data reveal that bldck graduate 
students are still minimally repres-ented in sciences and engineering. 
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•< report, A Losing Battle: The Decline 1n-Black Partic1pat1 on 1n Gradua^ and 
Education, documented the deteriorating situation' involving B^lack students in 
ation. The statistical -^ata presented in the report Indicated that 1976'-77 
stands as the turning potnt for Black graduate participation in that actual enrollment an^ 
proportional representation has receded from those heights in subsequeM years. It is 
apparent that the impetus for increased access and retention in graduate ^and prof ess^ tonal * 
schools had been sperft by the mid-70'_s. The Committee's Fact Sheet #5 updated degree data for 

1979 to show that the number of master's, doctorates, and first-prof e§sional degrees earned 
by Blacks exhibited no appreciable growth, and even further reduction in some areas, from 
previously documented levels. ^ ,^ 

Data just obtained from the Education Department's Office for Civil Rights' ceveal that Fall 

1980 marked ^another setback in the 'quest for equity in graduate education. The number of 
Black graduate students fell another notch below that of the peak 1976-77 year and now 
register^ only B.B^percent of all graduate student^ -in %he United States. Historically Black 
colleges (HBC's) continue to accoun#for far more Black graduate and professional students 
than one would expect from their number. Furthermore, OCR enrollment data for Fall 1978 and 
Fall 1980 also substantiate recent public conqern about the state' of imminent crisis in 
Americas graduate educa.tion. Unfortunately, with the curious decision to alter the 1980 
HE3IS survey form to register "f irst-tinfe" rather than "first-year" graduate students, with 
no companion provision reflecting the data's historical significance, trends analysts on the 
flow of new students into the graduate pipeline is no longer possible. However, even in 19^3, 
total first-year graduate enrollment fell by 5 perceijt and ^the number of Black first-year 
graduate students dropped twice as much, almost 10 percent. In 1980, the proportion of Black 
first-time graduate students was no higher than that of Black graduate students as a whole, 
surely no sign of progress. ^ As many educational spokespersons have predicted, talented 
students of all races now opt for professional school or eJec't to forego flirthe*" study 
altogether for lucrative post-baccalaureate career opportunities. 

The data for the followi/ig findings are provided in the acccffhpanying tables: 



Black graduate enrollment fell to 60,059 in Fall 1980, an 8 percent N 
drop from the peak of 1976-77; total graduate enrollment, however, 
rebounded from^a slight 1978 drop an'd surpa^d 1 ,100,00(J; 

the decline in total Black graduate enrol }ffi?nt in Fall 1980 was 
precipitated by losses in part-time, ratherX than full-time, - 
students; since 1976, Blfeck part-time graduate enrollment has fallen* 
over 12 percent while full-time enrol Iment ' has remainecf* almost 
stably 

in }9l6-7^l Black students made up 6.0 percent of total -gra'duate 
pnVollmpnt, 5.-1 perce'^t 0^ ftjii-.timo g^adu^te enrollment, and^6.6 
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percept of part-time graduate enrollment; in Fall 1980, these 
• proportions were 5.5 percent, 5.0 percent, and 5,8 percent 
respectively; ' - . ' 

. first-year grjfeuate enrollment for Fall 1978 underscores the crisis 
facing, graduate education; in 1978, there were oyer 32,000 few^r 
first-year graduate students, ^a 5 percent decline, and almost 4,000 
fewer Black first-year graduate students than in 1976, about a 10 
percent drc. ; 

. despite the change in the HEGIS survey which precludes further study 
of historical changes in first-year graduate enrollment,, the 
composition of the 1980 entering class )s evidence of further erosion 
in Black access to advanced, education: in Fall 1976 and Fall 1978, 
the proportion of Black students in the total first-year class was 
higher than thatNQf Blacks in total graduate enrollment; however, in 
Fall 1980, the proportion of Black students amoiif all first-time 
graduate students was exactly the same as that for total graduate 
enrol Indent; 

. ^one possible cause for the drop in first-year graduate enrollment is 
evident in the corresponding increase in professional enrollment; 
total first-professional enrollment surpassed 278,000 in Fall 1980, 
13 percent higher thaw in 1976 and Black f irst-pi^ofessional 
4 enrollment reached 12,800, a'14.5 percent growth rate; 

. despite numerical growth, however. Black first-professional students 
comprised^nly 4.6 percent of the 1980 total-, compared to 4,S percent' 
both in 1^6 and 1978; 

. Black graduate and professional students still rely 
disproportionately on HBC programs for access to advanced 
educational opportunity; in 1980, almost 19 percent of all Black 
graduate ^students were enrolled in 34 HBC graduate schools and over 
22 percent of all Black first-professional students in 11 HBC 
professional schools; 

. BJack Americans were not the only s'tudents to choose HBC's for 
, graduate and professional education; almost 18 percent of i HBC 
graduate enrollment was white and over 11 percent was international; 
in fact, almost 32 percent of HBC graduate enrollment and over 22 
perceat of HBC ^ f irst-profes'sional enrollment was comprised of 
. students other than the commonly perceived traditional oocrulation 
(Black) at HBC^s; 

. in the States where the HBC'S are located, these institutions 
accounted for 5 percent of the 335,000 graduate students and over 6 
percent ,of the 60,000 f irst-p>^ofessional s^tud^nts; 

. in Mississippi, 17 percent of all graduate students, as well as 58 
percent of all Black graduate students, attended the 3 HBC's with 
graduate programs; in Tennessee, Qver 10 percent of *all first- 
professional students, as well as 68 percent of all BlacJf ^^^st- 
professional students; attended Meharry Medical College; in 
Washington D.C., almost 13 percent of all graduate and first- 
professional student*; rombined, as. well as 55 parcent of Brack 
graduate apd f irst-professiooal students combined, attended Howard 
University; 

. the pivotal role played by HBC's in-Black graduate and professional 
education is also revealed by proportional represeni^ation in non-HBC 
institutions; jn contrasttto national totals; Bla^ students' made up 
only 4.5 percent^of enrollment in non-HBC graduate .programs and ^.6 
percent in non-HBC f irst-profes>ional pi .g»^ airs in Fall 1980; 

. in States where HBC's are' located, the Black proportion of oraduate 
enrollment In all ins^tutions ^as 8.9 percent, but in non-HBC 
institutions it was only 5.8 percent; similarly. Black students made 
up 8.2 percent of all professional enrollment in HBC States, but only 
3. &- percent In non-H^C professional schools; 



fan 1980 data reveal that Black graduate students are still 
minimally represented in scie^nces ^ and engineering; while-^ Black 
students made up i.5 percent of total graduate enrollment'', they 
comprised 1.6 percent of ^racjuat^^'enrol Iment in agriculture, 2.9 
percent in biological soiegces, 1.& percent ig engineering, and'1.9 
percent -in physical sciences; furthermore, the proportions i/i all 
the above .fields were even lower for -full-time students; 

for comparvson only . Black Americans, who made up approximately two-» 
thirds of the total U.S. minority populati^Dn in 1980, compnsred 30 
percent of minority 'graduate enrol Iment* in agriculture, 34 percent 
in biological sciences, 17 percent in engineering, and 29 percent in 
physical sciences; ^ 

^"Or comparison only , among full-time graduate students, there were 
16 times more non-residen*t al iens in agriculture than Black 
Americans, 3k times more non-resident alien's in biological sciences, 
35 times more non-resident aliens in' engineerirvg, and 12 times more 
non-resident^aliens in physical sciences in FaVl 1980. 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT^: 
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^ Black Higher Edi^cation and 
Black CollegEs^and Univers'ities 
U. S. -EDycATioN Department • 
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